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MISSION 

BCF 

blanden.org 
All exhibitions and programs supported in part by the Blanden Charitable 
Foundation and grants from the Catherine Vincent Deardorf Charitable 
Foundation, the Ann Smeltzer Charitable Trust, the Fort Dodge Community 
Foundation, and members.  

 

To provide engaging learning opportunities that center on creative exhibits and  

programming. Integrating visual arts into everyday life.   

 

To be the region’s recognized art leader providing quality exhibits, education, resources, 

creative community outreach and integrated art experiences.  

 

BMAM 

Front Cover: “Naguto Bridge at Nagata Shrine, Kobe ca. 1934” 
Kawase Hasui  
  

 



Love, Passion, and Legacy : 
Saying Thank You to All  

On behalf of the board, the staff, and all who are committed to 
preserving the legacy of the Blanden Art Museum, thank you 
for your support. The museum continues to provide unique 
learning opportunities and visual art experiences for the     
community. Support through membership fees, donations, and 
participation helps the museum reach its goal and achieve its 
mission.  
  
The Blanden staff provided engaging learning opportunities 
that center on creative exhibits and programming during the 
uncertain times of 2020. They used their creative energy to find 
new ways to connect with the community. Virtual tours and 
classes provided enriching experiences. Facebook and 
YouTube expanded our outreach.   
 
This positive attitude and creative mindset of the Blanden staff 
will continue to address our Covid-19 challenges and provide 
new opportunities for the community to integrate the visual arts 
into everyday life.  
 
The many Blanden successes are directly related to the      
continued support provided by our patrons, donors, and       
visitors.  They are the wind in the sails of imagination,          
creativity, and innovation.  
 
Legacy is about life and living.  It’s about learning from the 
past, living in the present, and building for the future. Together, 
let us sail into 2021 and continue building our Blanden Legacy. 

"it’s not how much we give but how much love we put into giving.”  

        Mother Teresa  

Become a member today! 
Like us on Facebook and let us know how we are doing! 

 



 

Ukiyo-e or "Floating World" are woodblock prints of the Edo period, which most frequently     
depicted the seductive courtesans, sumo, and exciting Kabuki actors of the urban pleasure   
districts. With time, their subject matter expanded to include famous romantic vistas and    
eventually, in the final years of the nineteenth century, dramatic historical events. These       
pictures could be made in great quantity and featured popular scenes that appealed to the   
period's wealthy townspeople. (1) 
  
Ukiyo-e prints are full of color with bold compositions that have a delicate balance between   
humanity and nature. These prints present unique artistic narratives linked by a traditional look 
and style that utilized aerial perspectives, precise details, clear outlines, and flat color. A unique 
style and look that would later influence artists such as Edgar Degas, Vincent Van Gogh, and 
Mary Cassatt, to name a few.   
  
Reflective of a Buddhist concept of life as a transitory illusion involving a cycle of birth,          
suffering, death, and rebirth, these types of prints become a visual manifestation of a floating 
illusion of reality in an infinite space caught in a loop cycling forever. These Ukiyo-e prints 
brought joy, delight to people during the Edo period and can be admired for their beauty, 
providing inspiration and appreciation today.  
 
 
 
 
(1) https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/ukiy/hd_ukiy.htm  

Exhibit Review 

Ukiyo-e 
Blanden Art Museum  

Permanent Collection  

 

  

“I think I will be able to, in the 
end, rise above the clouds and 
climb the stairs to Heaven, and 
I will look down on my      
beautiful life.”  
 
Yayoi Kusama  

Second Floor Gallery January 2 - January 30 , 2021 

https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/ukiy/hd_ukiy.htm


Exhibit Review 

 

California has a connection to dreams and a laid-back attitude. Many artists have captured this 
vast landscape over time, creating images of the west's untamed territory. This exhibit is a   
contemporary manifesto by artists and highlights a raw and unique recording of a cultural   
landscape seen directly through a camera lens.  
  
This collection presents a portfolio highlighting the individual artist's view of a changing       
landscape. Each image is ripe with the potential for a statement about contemporary  California 
and contemporary photography. 
  
California has supplied artists with a rich palette witnessed in the evolution of  photographic  
images produced over 100 years. Over time, a record has been created that shows the         
enduring changes to what was called a pleasant land, transformed by  imprints of the diverse 
aspirations, which outsiders carried to California and imposed upon it.  
   
The west was once the untouched frontier, but now from years of settlement, it is one of    
America's most diversified cultural melting pots. An untamed rawness is found as cultures    
collide and are captured by these artists' images. They are visual poetry of a damaged dream, 
the destruction of the wilderness, and the untouched landscape. 
  
The photographers utilized composition and framing to interpret images of shallow spaces and 
reflect the urban environment vs. the wide-open views from the past. California becomes a  
marketable dream found on a car lot full of the falseness of reality duct-taped and glued.  
  
The photographs present an ironic dialog. A dialog of the California dream myth and the    
promise of beautiful landscape pitted against the noisy disenchantment of urban life that has 
been confronted by reality and human intervention. "New California Views" is a visual essay on 
a land that was once a wilderness turned into a multi-leveled cultural metaphor of life and a 
crossroads to the imagination of dreams. 

New 

California 

Views  
Blanden Art Museum  

Permanent Collection  

  

 

"California was almost entirely 
a dream, a dream vague but 
deep in the minds of  
a westering people."  
  
Bernard DeVoto,  
The Year of Decision 1846   

East  Gallery January 16 - March 13, 2021 



Color Bomb! 

Roger Feldhans 



Artist Review 

 

"Color is a power which directly influences the soul."   

        Wassily Kandinsky  

 

Color is one of the most potent elements found in nature. An element of light and            
psychology, color is used in cultures worldwide and throughout history to forge connections 
with the universe. There is a strange mystifying relationship between science, art, and color 
manifested by artist Roger Feldhans.  
 
Known too many as "The Tie-Dye Guy," Roger Feldhans has been working with color, light, 
or cinematography since 1976. The title, Color Bomb, references the amount of color       
infused into his work and how he employs this element with explosive force and energy, 
with a high interest in seeing something new. His love of color can be traced back to an    
encounter in 5th-grade art, where his teacher exposed his young students to the world of  
tie-dye.  
 
Roger's love of tie-dye allowed him to travel around the world and share his skills with 
many. Recently, his love of color can be seen in his photographs where he creates tie-dye 
effects in space captured only by the aid of a shutter and lens - called "Painting with light." 
This process was first explored by artist Pablo Picasso in collaboration with Life             
Photographer Gjon Mili. Roger found inspiration in this work by Picasso and pushed the   
medium to produce dimensional images of color, light, and form. These images are color 
bombs of light striking through space frozen in time by the click of a camera shutter.  
  
Being a self-taught artist, Roger is more like a scientist experimenting with color, light, time, 
and space. As a photo-quantum-colorist, Roger is not afraid to try something new. He has 
invented and built many of the tools he uses for his light painting, often collaborating with 
others to perfect a device.  
    
Colors and patterns seen through the eye of a camera are used to feed his thirst for visual 
exploration. Roger invites the viewer to see the world as he sees it as an open experiment 
full of possibilities and simple wonders. Viewers can experience a life lived in full color and 
exploding with possibilities.   

Second Floor Gallery March 20 - May 15, 2021 



People and Places  

Tara Moorman  
East Gallery March 27 - May 8, 2021 



Artist Review 

 

 

"Every place, every person has a story to tell. As artists, our mission is to tell that story - not as 
journalist, but more as poets.”  

           Mary Whyte 

 

Artist Statement:   

 

I spent the majority of my life painting and creating art. My favorite medium is watercolor for its 

magical qualities. Edgar Whitney, the founder of the modern day watercolor movement, said 

"watercolor does what we cannot do," meaning there is a quality of unpredictability about it, no 

matter how adept one becomes with the medium. An artist's ability to let go and relinquish  

control over their creations allows for wonderful and sometimes extraordinary results. 

  

In my creative process, I invite a connection to divine light, which the nineteenth-century poet 

William Blake called "Peculiar Light." Blake believed that true freedom was based on the     

expression of each individual's internal radiance.  By connecting to my inner light, I create in 

an attitude of oneness and unity that connects us all. I have found watercolor to be the best 

medium for the light radiance that I embody in my work. 

 
When my mother, Patty Nation Fisher, of Erie, Kansas passed away, I inherited a large cache 

of old family photos and was immediately struck with the idea of bringing my relatives “back to 

life.”  At the time, it was a way for me to honor my mother and to keep the family memories 

alive. The photos became an invitation to merge my art with my love of family, history, and  

storytelling. I painted their spiritual light with an aura of rainbow colors, to create an etheric  

atmosphere. At the same time, showcasing their period clothes, beautifully patterned dresses, 

boots, hats and cars.  

 

As I began to interpret these old family photographs into paintings, a dialogue of sorts was  

begun with my ancestors.  Their stories are published in a book accompanying the show. My 

great, great grandparents, Samson and Nancy Nation with their family, homesteaded in    

Doniphan County, Kansas, in 1860, via covered wagon from Polk City, Iowa. His brother,    

David, my third great uncle, was married to the once infamous, Carry A. Nation. 

 

My ancestors bring to mind Garrison Keillor’s phrase, “all the women are strong, all the men 
are good-looking, and all the children are above average”. Please enjoy getting to know my 
spunky, maternal grandmother, Anna Stubblefield Nation. Follow her life as a young girl living 
on the farm, through her marriage to her childhood sweetheart, Charlie Nation, and her life as 
a widow. If you see your family in mine, please join me in reconnecting and honoring those 
who came before.  



         Upcoming Exhibits 

War in Ukraine 
  

Photographs of the war in Ukraine  
 

 

Second Floor Gallery February - March, 2021  

Iowa Watercolor Society   

Showcase of Iowa Talent   

 

East Gallery May 22 - August 7, 2021  

It’s Not About Me 

 

 
Sculpture   

Second Floor Gallery May 29 - July 24, 2021  

Jamie Burmeister  

Brendan Hoffman  



      Artistic Interest 

Prendergast is well known for his love and interest in painting scenes of leisure with     

people gathered together in parks or by water, “Edge of the Woods” is a beautiful example 

of this subject. The people gathered together look like shimmering speckles of light    

dancing on the surface of water full of life and color. The figures are painted very simply 

and defined only by color and brush strokes. There are life and movement in this image 

with great rhythmic action created by the figures, the trees, and the kaleidoscope of color. 

There is some Cezanne influence in the composition and the paint application, referencing 

“The Bathers” painting in the 1900s by Cezanne.    

“Edge of the Woods”  

Maurice Prendergast    

BMAM [1952.017] 

Oil on Canvas  

“The love you liberate in your 
work is the only love you keep.” 

 Maurice Prendergast 

Become a member today! 
Like us on Facebook and let us know how we are doing! 

 

Born in Newfoundland, he studied 

and lived in Boston and Paris. He 

also visited Venice. Known as a  

Post-impressionist painter whose 

oils and watercolors are charming 

scenes of people enjoying the 

park, the seashore, and other 

pleasant places.   Maurice studied 

in Paris at the Atelier Colarossi 

and the   Académie Julian. During 

one of his early stays in Paris, he 

met the Canadian painter James   

Morrice, who introduced him to 

English avant-garde artists     

Walter Sickert and Aubrey 

Beardsley. 



      featured Acquisition  

Aaron Holz “Turtle Island 2”  2020.000 

Become a member today! 

As part of the Cannonball series this painting uses the landscape and events surrounding  

Wounded Knee and Standing Rock as its inspiration and departure. The painting does not serve 

as illustration for what transpired at each location, but use these places as a reference point in 

generating a distinct hybrid response to American ideas of expansionism and land. From a simple 

prairie rose to dense combinations of geometry, atmosphere and landscape, this work exists in a 

space that embraces the notion of paint being both something and not something. Working with 

indirect painting methods that use multiple layers and surfaces to create an image, the work     

resonates in an optically charged environment. 

Aaron Holz is a Professor of Painting and Drawing at the University of 

Nebraska Lincoln.  He has exhibited work throughout the country       

including four solo exhibitions in New York as well as international      

exhibitions in London and Basel, Switzerland.  Reviews of his work have 

appeared in New York Arts Magazine, The Lincoln Journal Star, The 

New York Sun and The New York Times.  His work is included in the 

permanent collections of the Sheldon Museum of Art, The University Art 

Museum at The University of Albany in addition to prominent private  

collections in Europe and the United States.  



 Do you love art?  
 Do you enjoy working with kids and adults?  
 Do you love meaningful conversations ?  
 

 
Docents are volunteers, serving the art museum 
and the community in the field of art education. 
The program provides ongoing education  
sessions about tour techniques, how to think 
like an art educator, and the museum’s            
exhibitions and collections. 
 

Be a Docent! 

Volunteer! 

Get Involved! 

 

Join today! 
 

Contact the Blanden:  

www.blandenmemorial@gmail.com 

 

MEMBERS BUILD SUPPORT 

The Blanden thrives because of your generosity. Your role in  

being a part of the Blanden legacy benefits the citizens of North 

Central Iowa.  Consider the impact of being a Blanden member 

will have on future generations.  Expand the Blanden community 

by inviting a friend to upcoming exhibits and events.    

INDIVIDUAL :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: $25 
Includes basic benefits: 

 Museum Bulletin mailed to your home. 

 Membership card and acknowledgment in a quarterly update. 

 Discounts on classes, special events, and gift shop. 
  
HOUSEHOLD / SUPPORTING :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: $40 

 Includes all basic benefits (two adults and children). 
  
CONTRIBUTING :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: $100 
All basic benefits plus: 

 Will receive one guest pass to give a friend to be used for one 
class registration or gift shop purchase at the member price. 

 Business owners contributing at this level have the option to 
be listed using their business or personal name. 
 
PATRON ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: $250 
All basic benefits plus: 

 Will receive three guest passes to give friends to be used for 
one class registration or gift shop purchase at the member price. 

 Business owners contributing at this level have the option to 
be listed using their business or personal name. 

  

BENEFACTOR ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: $500 
All basic benefits plus: 

 Will receive four guest passes to give friends to be used 
for one class registration or gift shop purchase at the member 
price. 

 Business owners contributing at this level have the option 
to be listed using their business or personal name. 
  
CONSERVATOR ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: $1000 
All basic benefits plus: 

 Will receive four guest passes to give friends to be used 
for one class registration or gift shop purchase at the member 
price. 

 Business owners contributing at this level have the option 
to be listed using their business or personal name. 

 An opportunity to schedule a behind-the-scenes tour of 
the museum for friends and family, 
 
Charitable contributions are tax deductible in accordance with 

IRS regulations. Please consult with your accountant, tax ad-

visor or attorney.  



 

Free Virtual  Kid Classes  [Ages 8 - 13] 

Sponsored by  

 

 
 

 January Saturday virtual workshop  

 January 16  10:00 -11:00 Facebook Live 

Portrait with Acrylic Paint  - Inspired by Lenore Benolken’s work 

“Maiden of Czechoslovakia” currently on display in the West Gallery.   

 Free [25 Kits available for pick up]  

 

 

  February  Saturday virtual workshop  

 February  20  10:00 - 11:00 Facebook Live  

Oil Pastel on Paper - Inspired by Louise Kame’s work “Golden Root” 

currently on display in the West Gallery.    

 Free [25 Kits available for pick up]  

 

 

 March  Saturday virtual workshop  

 March  20  10:00 - 11:00 Facebook Live   

Air Clay - animal sculpture - Inspired by Minnie Adkins work  

“Red Fox” currently on display in the West Gallery   

 Free [25 Kits available for pick up]   

All Classes Require Pre-registration.  
Registration Closes two days before start of Class  

Register online at www.blanden.org  



https://www.facebook.com/BlandenArtMuseum 

Blanden Digital  
Experience  

https://www.youtube.com/channelUCjPpECq5j7w86VsTIadNBAQ 

Due to the uncertainty of events, the Blanden Art Museum is committed to 

providing unique learning opportunities to engage with the community and 

members.  The Blanden staff is working hard to provide an outstanding digital 

experience that can be found through www.blanden.org or by visiting the    

following sites.   

 

 Provided below are URL and QR Code links to the Blanden Facebook page 

and YouTube Channel where you can find information connected to the      

museum and videos produced by the museum staff.   

 Post on programs and events  

 Historical information and trivia  

 Links to world-wide art news  

 Art activities 

 inspirational words  

 Fun and more! 

 Art history talks  

 Artists interviews  

 Art Work discussions  

 Behind the scenes  

 And more! 



Thank You!  
Availa Bank  

 
For your support of the Blanden.  

 

With the funding provide by Availa 
Bank the Blanden is able to provide 

FREE children virtual art classes this      
winter for the community.  

 
For Class information and to register 

visit www.blanden.org  



Shop!  
ONE OF A KIND 

Blanden’s  

A great way to support local artists and 
the Blanden is to make a purchase at 

our One-of-a-Kind shop, located on the 
main floor of museum.  A percentage of 

each sale funds our Programming.  

Support  Local 
Artists  

Unique Hand 
Made Items  

Start Your  
Collection   
Today! 

At the Blanden it’s easy to be inspired 
by all the amazing art on display.   



Current Contributors  New and Renewing  
Memberships  and Donations  

Individual Level $25—$39 
Allard, Sally * Baughman, Alan * Casey, Mary * Derscheid, Susan * Glaser, Tucker * Kerns, Toni  

Krug, Vickie * McCullough, Eliza * Payne, Judy * Pessica, Barbara * Strohl, Kathy  

Contributor Level $100 - $249 
Amile, Sally * Becker, William & Dorothy * Brown, Ryan & Hope * Burch, Diane Breen                          
Christensen, John & Jean * Flaherty, Jim & Linda * Glaser, Pat * Gutz, Merlyn & Irene  

Kramer, James & Marta * Lacey, Keith & Kris * Lee, Larry D. * Sanders, Doug  
Secor, William & Tamara * Suhrbier, Regina & Adam * Willis, Gracia & Jim 

Supporting Level $40—$99 
  Anderson, Lynn & Tom * Davis, Meredith & Lee Stimpson * Den Hartog, Dennis & Eleanor  

Dutcher, Jennifer * Flaherty, Mick & Alyce * Jackowell, Anna & Tony * Jenks, Mollie  
Kay, Greg & Pamela * Larson, Brent & Christine Rhiner, Dick & Deanna * Schnurr, Jerry & Connie  

Legacy 2020  
Allers Associates Architects, P.C. *  Ken & Adrienne Adams * Becker, Jeff & Kathy * Dan & LuAnn Garst 

Daniel Pharmacy * Dan & Roxie Flattery * Dr. Matt & Laura Maggio  
McCubbin Enterprises, LLC dba Shiny Top Brewing  

Permanent Collection  
Eide, Paul & Rosemary  

Den Hartog, Dennis & Eleanor  

Exhibitions  
Davis, Meredith & Lee Stimpson  

Ferguson, Charlene  

Kramer, James & Marta 

Willis, Gracia & Jim 

Art in the Schools  
Helsell, Charles * Sanders, Doug 

Schnurr, Jerry & Connie  

General Art Fund  
Zahm, Mike & Patti  

Operations Endowment  
Brokaw, Jerita 

Art Education Endowment  
Brokaw, Jerita  

Eide, Paul & Rosemary  

Education Programming  
Availa Foundation - Winter Virtual Art Classes  

Patron Level $250—$499 
Carlson, Marianne * Hout, Dawn Dawson * Peters, Merrell M. & Ann C. Russell * Sande, Kyle  

General Donation  
Clapp, Dolores C.  

Cook, Steve  



Museum Staff  
 

Eric Anderson, Director 
Pamela Kay, Receptionist / Business Office  
Brad Bushman, Maintenance / Security  
Meg Beshey, Museum Assistant  
 
 
 

Blanden Info 

Temporary Hours for the Public  
 

Monday Closed 
 

Tuesday Closed [Office Open for Appointments] 
 
Wednesday    1:00pm – 4:00pm 
 
Thursday    1:00pm – 4:00pm     
 
Friday    1:00pm – 4:00pm     
 
Saturday    1:00pm – 4:00pm     

 
Sunday Closed 

 
Holidays Closed  

* Always closed Tuesday following a Monday Holiday.   



Blanden Memorial Art  

Gallery / Museum  

920 3rd Ave South 

Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 

(515) 573-2316 / www.blanden.org  

http://www.blanden.org

