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About the Exhibit 

Art inspires us to visit the concept of “Unity” and see ourselves as part of a bigger 
Universe. - Leni Kae    

Significant strength centers on unity. The universe is a perfect example of this strength. 
As we look out into the cosmos, everything seems to be in its place, doing what everything 
should be doing, harmony in the sky. As humans, there has always been a fascination 
with the stars and their steadfast qualities. On earth, we try to find and establish unity and 
order inspired by the universe. As human culture developed the concept of order/unity, 
this focus has changed history, art, and much more. 

In this exhibit, the Blanden invites visitors to explore the concept of unity in multiple ways: 
Unity as a principle of art and design, Unity in the context of honoring the combined effort 
by American women that fought for a voice in Democracy, and unity as the collective 
creative vision of women artists. 

Unity, as a principle of art, refers to how parts of artwork work together, the "Gestalt" – or 
the whole. Artists accomplish this whole through working and understanding the 
mechanisms of art. These mechanisms are the elements and principles, how they interact 
with each other, and the viewer's perception of the interaction. Unity, as it relates to history 
and creative output, has its roots in this basic understanding of the whole working together 
for a creative outcome. 

This year America unites with celebrating American women that fought for a change and 
struggled to have a voice and input on US governance. Starting with the Progressive 
movement in 1890, American women rallied together to reform society and politics. The 
main objectives of this group were to eliminate problems caused by industry, urban living, 
immigration, and political corruption. The group's triumph came on August 18, 1920, with 
the signing of the 19th Constitutional Amendment. Unifying under a single voice is a 
powerful device used to accomplish great things and provides clear perceptions. 

  

This exhibit showcases women artists whose works have been collected over the years 
and preserved in the Blanden Permanent Collection. By exclusively featuring women 



artists spanning centuries, subjects, and mediums, their works display a unified change 
in perceptions of an art world dominated by male artists. Museums all over the world are 
focusing on highlighting great women artists to rewrite the narrative, pulling back the 
years of darkness, and submitting to the world stage great artists. 

Unity is accomplished in many ways. Within the setting of history and visual art, The 
Blanden's presentation offers engaging narratives and discourse which frame an 
environment of learning and understanding. At the heart of this simple understanding and 
perception is a connection to a powerful universe and one another.  

 


