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About the Exhibit 

"We shape our buildings - thereafter, they shape us."- Winston Churchill.  

The need to build is a paramount requirement, a fundamental need to survive; it is 
also about the drive to leave a legacy of beauty and order. Structures of all shapes 
and sizes are signatures of culture and society. Like frozen music in space, they 
play for the viewer a song of age, the hopes of a people, and a record of dreams. 
They are an art and a requirement. It is through the lens of a culture's buildings and 
dwellings that helps form historical understanding. Architecture is one way that a 
society can express itself, presenting a likeness to the world. The foundation of 
order and beauty that stand the test of time structures define a longing for 
understanding.      

This exhibit brings together objects and works of art from the collection that 
directly reflect these delineations in conjunction with more abstract 
and   conceptual depictions of structures and the grid. The artwork on display 
covers multiple periods, cultures, and styles. It is a testament to the excellent and 
rich assortment contained in the collection. Architectural history is an evolving 
account of human energy that spans centuries reaching back to ancient times, 
providing a global perspective. The construction of buildings, structures, and grids 
is more than the carving of stone or the placement of glass. It is about 
understanding something bigger than ourselves, our place in the universe. 
Expressions of this understanding are witnessed through drawings, paintings, 
sculptures, and photographs of structures. Artists can reflect the spirit of time 
locked forever through the talent of the hand and the eye.     

Through the interaction of realistic depictions, abstractions, and conceptual forms, 
viewers can survey how the grid, architecture, and perspective have shaped our 
understanding of history, culture, and society. Structures are physical evidence of 
human change. The art inspired by this evidence reflects a perspective boundary 
and is a witness to history.    

 


